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Marked by a creative blend of philosophical, historical, anthropological, and exegetical analysis, this

volume focuses on the Christian doctrine of God, offering original material on the concept of truth,

the nature of revelation, language about God, the nature of the Trinity, and the public aspect of

theology.
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An important mark of a systematic theology is that it be distinct from the rest; owning one does not

preclude the need for others. What distinguishes Pannenberg's (systematic theology, Univ. of

Munich) is his insistent attention to "the truth of Christian doctrine." How to arrive at this truth and

how it informs understanding of God and humanity is the subject of this first of three volumes. His

argument is painstakingly arranged and rightfully builds on centuries of Christian discourse. At times

Pannenberg seems to make divine truth contingent upon human understanding, which nearly

undermines his case. Still, he is unapologetically straightforward where others might beg the

question. Recommended for seminary libraries; university libraries should wait for all three volumes

to assess need. Most public libraries will find scant call for this.-W. Alan Froggatt, Bridgewater,

Ct.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

"dense, demanding, often provocative, rarely comfortable, and built upon a non-evangelical doctrine



of revelation." -- Foundations 47 (Autumn 2001)

I noticed that no one seemed to supply the table of contents for Vol. 1, and so I thought it would be

helpful to provide that here. As an interesting side note, I've heard from some friends that

Pannenberg is a wonderful preacher. I'd be curious to hear how he brings works like this to those

entrusted to his care.Not light reading, can be a bit dry, but worth
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Contents, for those strange folks, like me, who enjoy seeing these things before we dive in.

I have indicated the degree to which I have appreciated this purchase and how it his been of value

to me. Hope you have the same experience that I did and that it will be beneficial to you.

Wolfhart Pannenberg has a comprehensive style where he gives the reader a synopsis of the entire

history of theological thought - all crammed into the first volume. Pannenberg takes us through a

series of viewpoints and alternative viewpoints, giving us a chronological sequence of a multitude of

varying theologies. After demonstrating to the reader how alternative theologies have evolved over

time, he gives us new, innovative ideas based on a fusion of the best aspects of past ideas. He

gives us a complete history of theology regarding such subjects as the Trinity, the split between

evangelical, natural, and systematic theology, and the establishment of consciousness through the

Trinity. He then settles on his own original ideas based on an exhaustive study of all of the

alternative theories throughout history. The end result is a fantastic new vision of the preservation of

consciousness through God, the Son, and the Spirit.Pannenberg starts this volume with a detailed

exploration of the split between Barthian evangelical theology and natural theology. This split is one

of the most important questions facing theologians today. He makes a scathing critique of Barth's

orthodox evangelical theology in favor of a more relaxed natural theology that allows for a universal

salvation. He discusses various forms of natural saving dispositions and natural salvation energy.

This energy acts before or independently of Christ, using the Spirit to pave the way for Christ. In this

sense the Spirit acts to glorify Christ in both past, present and future.Pannenberg's idea of the

natural knowledge of God is based on the idea of "the finite being carved out of the infinite" (p.139).

"Dissatisfaction with the finite can take the form of the question of God only on the condition of a

knowledge of God that is gained elsewhere" (p.116). In other words, as long as we have basic

knowledge of the existence of God, we will have a sense of dissatisfaction with the finite. This

causes us to look at the finite more carefully, leading to basic self-conscious being. This concept is

very reminiscent of Jurgen Moltmann's ideas regarding God's natural saving dispositions as

described in the Crucified God. As long as we have some basic concept of the eternal, we will have

a concept of the temporal in contradistinction. "The truth is that the finite is not self-grounded but is

carved out of the infinite and the totality" (p.140).Pannenberg describes this as natural knowledge of

God because this type of awareness of finitude can penetrate the secular realm, even if people are

not aware of it. "Religious awareness stands in opposition to secular awareness only because the

latter is not aware of the fact that finite objects are conditioned by their being carved out of the



infinite and defined by it... the holy in religious awareness can also be viewed as constitutive for our

secular reality" (140). The important thing to remember here is that a very basic idea of the eternal

conditions our awareness of the temporal, and we will have consciousness as long as this basic

knowledge of God is in place. But this awareness of finitude is "not self-grounded" but "carved out of

the infinite", proving that God is in fact necessary for natural conscious awakening. This is roughly

the basis of Pannenberg's natural theology - a basic and primordial consciousness of our selves as

finite in contrast to a general idea of an eternal God.Perhaps even more important, however, is

Pannenberg's discussion of the Trinity. This is based on "the glorifying of the Son by the Spirit"

(p.315). Basically, the Spirit orchestrates world-historic events on a grand scale using subconscious

psychic undercurrents (possibly related to what depth-psychologists call the collective unconscious).

These events ultimately force us to turn to Christ, glorifying Christ and God by showing us the

internal logic and synchronicity within world events. This is how "the Spirit glorifies not himself but

the Son, and in him the Father" (315). The Son glorifies the Father by proving the Father's love

through forgiveness of sins and promise in the afterlife. These prove to be the critical missing pieces

in glorifying God. And the Spirit orchestrates the life-changing events which force us to turn back to

Christ. This is how we go from Spirit to Christ to Father. Before Christ there was no world harmony,

so the glorification of the Father could not be complete without the Son. But the pre-Christian events

were orchestrated by the Spirit to create a society that could recieve the Son. This is how the Spirit

> Son> Father sequence works.Look, this is a very difficult book and any discussion of the Trinity

provides infinite food for thought. We cannot achieve a full understanding of the Trinity in a short

review. All I can say is if you are reading this and you want to get caught up with the latest trends in

theology you have to attempt this book. Good luck.
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